286                               IXDXAN  STATUTOHT  COMMISSION
ground that it does not give the Legislative Council the power
to fix the rates of assessment. The Government is not therefore
likely to proceed with it.
(2)  The Religious Endowments Act (Amendment) Bill Com-
mittee consisting of twelve members, of whom eight were non-
official, members  of  the  Legislative   Council,   was  appointed  in
November 1921,  to suggest  amendments and  alterations  in  the
existing Act and to consider the principles on whick a new Bill
should be drafted.    The recommendations of the committee were
taken into consideration before the Bill was introduced into the
Legislative Council.
(3)  A committee was appointed in November 1921 to draw
up a set of draft rules under the Madras Village Panchayat Act,
1920.    This consisted of eight members, of whom five were non-
official members of the Legislative Council.    The Chairman was
Rao Bahadur C. T. S. Xarasiinharaju, M.L.C.   (non-official).   The
draft rules drawn up by the committee were approved by Govern-
ment in January 1922.
(4)  A committee was appointed in February 1923 to frame
rules under the Madras State Aid to Industries Act, 1923.    This
committee consisted of ten members, of whom six were non-official
members of the Legislative Council.    The rules  framed by the
committee were approved by the Government.
(5)  The Irrigation  Bill Committee consisting of  seventeen
members, of whom twelve were non-official members of the Legis-
lative Council, was convened  by Government in May 1923  to
consider the terms upon which the Irrigation Bill which had been
rejected by the Council in January 1923 should be redrafted.   The
committee sat for a week in May 1923.   Its recommendations having
been duly considered by. the Government, an amended Bill was
introduced in the Legislative Council,  and referred to a Select
Committee.    The Select Committee made far-reaching changes in
the Bill.   The Bill was passed by the Council, which made further
changes in it before passing it: but as some of the provisions in
the Bill as passed by the Council were unacceptable to the Madras
Government and the Government of India, it was returned to the
Council to consider certain amendments.    On the dissolution of
the Council, the Bill lapsed.
(6)  A committee of seven members of whom five were non-
" i was appointed in March 1924 to draw up a Bill to regulate
apprenticeship in the Madras Presidency. The report of the com-
mittee was submitted to Government in January 1926. After
careful consideration, the Government decided that the time was
not yet ripe for the introduction of legislation on the lines recom-
mended by the committee.
(7)  An Estates Land Act Amendment Committee was appoint-
ed in 1924 to examine suggestions received for the amendment of
some of the provisions of the existing Act and to suggest further
alterations and amendments in the Act.